Head Start Management Institute, July 2008


How to get the most recent data on the # of children under 5 in poverty in your service area, from the internet. 

Go to http://www.Facfinder.census.gov/
At Main Page: 

At home page, on right hand side, select datasets, and select 2006 or most recent American Community Survey. If it turns out your Service Area is not covered by the American Community Survey, then you will select, the most recent Census. 

Page 2 – American Community Survey 

1. On right side, click on “Detailed Tables” 

Page 3 – Select Geography

2. Select geographic type from list: select County (or whatever level you wish (city, state, nation…)

3. Select your state from list

4. Third box should now fill with county names; highlight one or more county names and click “add”  You can also highlight one name and “add” at a time. 

Page 4 – Select indicators

5. You will see a list of all possible tables, scroll through if you life or Click on “by keyword” and enter the words poverty age. 

6. A list will appear in the box below. Highlight your choice(s) and click “Add” 

Here’s the most helpful:  B17001. POVERTY STATUS … BY SEX BY AGE

See also,  B17006. POVERTY STATUS…OF RELATED CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS BY FAMILY TYPE
You can also choose tables with poverty status by sex by age according to different ethnic and racial groups. 

7. Click Show Result. 

Page 5 – Detailed Tables  

Scroll to see all of them. At this point, you can print or download the table as a whole, or you can select and highlight specific rows in the table and copy into Word or Excel to format yourself.   for your purposes, you will only use the Estimate Column, ignore the Margin of Error columns. 

You can also Save or Print the Query from the Print/Download menu selection to come back to this table again quickly. 

Good Luck and keep in touch! 
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